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Initially programmed to start on May the 21th and postponed because of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
this exhibition, organized by Museo Reina Sofía and Kunstmuseum den Hagg, will show around a 
hundred works, of which about fifty made by Piet Mondrian (Amersfoort, 1872 - New York, 1944) 
himself and the rest by his companions in the movement De Stijl. The exhibition, which has been 
organized with the collaboration of Comunidad de Madrid, includes paintings, drawings, sculptures, 
plans, furnishings and other documentation. A generous amount of them have been lent by the 
Kunstmuseum Den Haag, while important works are also on loan from other museums and private 
collections.  
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The Netherlands at the beginning of the last century was the birthplace of a totally new form of art, 
an abstract art based on strict relations between rectangular forms, color planes, and straight lines. 
In October 1917, during the First World War, a group of young artists in neutral Holland joined 
forces to create a magazine. Called De Stijl, it presented and promoted this new, innovative art. 
The new art proved able to demolish the boundaries between disciplines, painting becoming 
architecture, applied arts becoming sculpture, design becoming art. Artists from all over the world 
adopted multidisciplinarity and worked together with intensity. It was refreshingly modern: they 
communicated via the magazine, letters, and mailings, just as artists today use modern forms of 
communication to reach one another. 
 
Piet Mondrian was the founding father of the new art. A generation older than most of the others, 
he started in 1892 as an old-fashioned Dutch landscape painter, acquiring incredible skills over a 
period of almost twenty years. After 1905 he concluded that the quest for beauty—the ultimate 
objective of every painter—resides not in the subject or in the representational function of painting 
but in the way forms and colors produce a pictorial plasticity that is perfectly able to speak directly 
to the eye of the beholder. For a while he presumed the source of beauty was hiding inside the 
painting. This at first led him to erratic ventures in theosophy, but by 1914 his experiments had 
brought him to the conclusion that beauty resides on the surface, in the structure and composition 
of color and line. He would need another three years to figure out exactly how it worked, but in 1918 
the new abstract art was born. The new plasticity showed how painting could break free of the 
frame and influence and even determine the environment in which it is presented. The visual arts 
of the twentieth century were thus redefined as a new form of geometrical abstract art conquered 
the world and shaped modernity. 
 
The exhibition also aims to make visitors reflect on the direction of art and the disputes of De Stijl 
and will include a wide roster of contemporary visual artists of Mondrian such as Gerrit Rietveld, 
Bart van der Leck, Theo van Doesburg, Cornelis Rienks de Boer, Georges Vantongerloo or Jacoba 
van Heemsckker, among others. The exhibition is curated by Mondrian expert Hans Janssen.   
 
 
 
 
For further information: 
PRESS OFFICE 
internacionalprensa@museoreinasofia.es 
 (+34) 91 774 10 2281 
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