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Despite some attempts by international institutions and museums over the last ten years, post-war 

French art has been seen too often as weak and irrelevant in the international context. The aim of 

this exhibition is not to reconstruct the old image of Paris as a "City of Light" but to focus on the 

active and significant participation of foreign artists in the Parisian art scene from 1944 to 1968. 

 

From 1945 onwards, the French capital saw the arrival of a significant number of American artists 

fleeing the still prejudiced environment (racial, political or sexual) of the United States. In addition, 

many Latin American and Eastern European artists left their countries for political reasons. Thanks 

to the very active and publicized bohemian history, the newcomers found in Paris an apparent 

atmosphere of freedom, free from prejudices and traditional academic behaviors. 

 



 

                                                                                                        

 

This project aims to bring the public closer to the complex artistic scene developed in Paris between 

1944 and 1968 in order to recover an outstanding cultural production often forgotten. The exhibition 

includes works by artists such as Picasso, Kandinsky, Chillida, Carmen Herrera, Ellsworth 

Kelly, Palazuelo, Tinguely, Tamayo, among many others; who arrived in Paris from all over the 

world hoping to be part of a universal space that would give them visibility and fame without having 

to lose their identity or difference. The aim of this exhibition is therefore not to restore the old dream 

of Paris as a world cultural center, but to present in its diversity rich, different and often contradictory 

cultural ensembles, coexisting in post-war Paris, in constant dialogue with global and international 

issues. 
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